March 2015
BRIEF HISTORY OF SUSTAINABLE SARATOGA’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE

CITY CENTER PARKING STRUCTURE

For the past two years, Sustainable Saratoga has expressed following general concerns:
· Need for greater public involvement in public projects such as this.

· Disappointing planning process for recent projects:

· City Center addition had to be revised at last moment due to public concerns.

· Woodlawn parking lot streetscape did not meet City standards.

· Concerns of impact on neighbors (condo residents in 138 High Rock Avenue, Mouzon House owners) that need to be considered and mitigated.

· Potentially exciting project – numerous opportunities for innovation

· Mixed uses, green infrastructure, etc.

· Desire open transparent planning and design process.
Brief History:

· April 2012: City Center started talking about this project
· November 20, 2012: Project first presented to City Council by City Center
· December 26 2012: Sustainable Saratoga’s first letter of concern sent to City Council 
· Advocated for open design process
· Urged adherence to City’s planning standards and Complete Street policies
· Recommended working with neighboring properties to identify and mitigate adverse impacts.

· Recommended consideration of incorporating “green infrastructure” elements into the project

· Urged consideration of multi-modal transportation features

· May 13, 2013: Sustainable Saratoga “Reader’s View” piece in Saratogian 
· Summaries points that were in the December 26, 2012 letter to City Council
· June 12, 2013: Sustainable Saratoga spoke at City Center Authority meeting
· Asked for a more open planning process, compliance with zoning requirements and to work with neighbors to mitigate impacts.

· July 9, 2013: Sustainable Saratoga attended and spoke at invite only “neighborhood meeting” held by City Center 
· September 9, 2013: Sustainable Saratoga sent letter to City Council with proposed conditions on land lease agreement. 

· Requested that the proposed lease agreement required a public process that includes public meetings, land use board reviews and discussion of how zoning standard are to be addressed.
· March 10, 2014: Sustainable Saratoga sent letter to City Council
· Asked for a public process to determine the best size, location and designed of the proposed project 
· Ensure compliance with zoning ordinance requirements

· Incorporate some process requirements in the proposed land lease agreement
· May 16, 2014: Sustainable Saratoga met with Mayor and others to advocate for public informational meetings
· June 11, 2014: City Center release concept design for parking structure
· Sustainable Saratoga attended the presentation at the City Center
· June 17, 2014: Sustainable Saratoga offers comments to City Council
· Commented that preliminary design has some positive sustainable features (bike racks, recharging stations, Greenbelt tail accommodations, small liner building space on High Rock)

· Noted that project was 80% designed without any significant public outreach or discussion

·  Request public informational meetings to review and discuss the project.
· Suggest public would have more confidence in project it was given a full and comprehensive public review.

· September 12, 2014?: Sustainable Saratoga submitted letter to land use boards asking for: 

· A critical review of the planning that has gone into the project (attached several alternative design concepts)

· Adherence to the ordinance recommendation for liner buildings

· Consideration of extending Ellsworth Jones Place to High Rock Avenue

· Meeting the streetscape design requirements for Maple Avenue and High Rock Avenue

· Reconsidering the pedestrian bridge/parking structure over Maple Avenue

· Considering the accommodation of multiple transportation modes

· Considering innovation “green infrastructure” elements

· October 22, 2014: Sustainable Saratoga make comments to Planning Board

· Expressed opinion that project as design does not meet planning standards
· Expressed opinion that the project would adverse impacts and that a positive SEQRA declaration should be made
· Requested PB sent the project back for a redesign
· November 12, 2014: Sustainable Saratoga make comments to Planning Board 

· Reiterated that concerns was will design and process – not opposed to parking structure per se

· Urged the project to be redesigned
· Expressed opinion that because the project was not consistent with city planning standard there would be potentially large adverse impacts requiring DEIS  
· December 10, 2014: Planning Board issues negative declaration in SEQRA process asserting that the project would have no significant impacts.

· March 23, 2015: Zoning Board of Appeals denies request for variance needed due to solar panel shading issue, which puts the project on hold.

